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Figure 2. Patterns of brain activation over a 15s span for emotional reactivity (red), explicit 















v Etkin,	Büchel &	Gross’	(2015)	model	provides a great 
opportunity for integration, as it relies on internal working 
models (e.g. attachment systems) to guide the system.
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Future	Directions
Ø The	connections	here	are	preliminary,	and	empirical	
evidence	directly	connecting	attachment	regulation	
pathways	to	these	neural	outcomes	is	still	necessary.	
Ø Future	attachment	research	may	benefit	from	adapting	
this	model,	as	it	allows	for	meaningful	distinctions.
Ø Follow-up	idea:	increase	cognitive	load	and	measure	
attachment.	Systems	relying	heavily	on	dlPFC (e.g.	
anxious	deactivation)	may	show	greater	emotional	
reactivity.
